CHAPTER XIV
POST MORTEM
WHEN, at last, this man disappeared who for so many
years had directed the State, and wielded powers more
dictatorial than had ever been granted to any other
minister, the first impression was of a great gap; and it was
difficult to believe in the reality of a death so often desired
and so long expected. His countless enemies felt relief,
deliverance, boundless hopes. His heritage was great
enough to yield satisfaction to all ambitions, because he
himself had owned everything. The nobility, the Parlement,
even the clergy awaited the reaction which would restore
their privileges. Was it not said that the King himself
chafed under this strict tutelage? That free at last from the
chains he had borne so long, he would prove his independ-
ence by expelling all the Cardinal's creatures and break
with all his policy? All eyes were upon him, watching for
the gesture of liberation.
Once again Louis xm, confronted by a decision to be
taken, displayed that lofty vision which had always made
him the defender of Richelieu, the supporter of his ideas.
Nothing was modified in the councils of the government,
nor in the political principles left behind by Richelieu. If
Louis had been, as he was sometimes declared to be, the
Cardinal's slave, he knew that this bondage had ensured
his greatness and the glory of his throne; and during the
short time he had still to reign, he scrupulously remained
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